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“We are stuck with P
technology when
what we really want
IS just stuff that
works.”
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Options:

WESTLAW

<

casetext

Clio

Bloomberg
Law

Online Legal Platforms:

Expensive

Not accessible to everyone
Requires understanding of
legal language

Legal Reporters:

Delay in updating

Not accessible to everyone
Being phased out in many
offices

What else is there?

ChatGPT
Google Scholar
Harvard Caselaw Access Project



What do we need to do to make
research easier and more
accessible?
® |ower cost
e Easier/Natural Language Search
e Easier to read

e Hyperlinks

® Ease of translation to other langu
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What is Free Law Project?

CourtListener

9M opinions from over a thousand jurisdictions
Nearly complete SCOTUS record

More opinions scraped from court websites daily
(about 300/day)

Search and docket alerts for journalists, lawyers, and
the public

Bots.law

Our bots will send case updates to Slack, Discord, MS
Teams, Google Chat, Twitter or BlueSKky.

Our big cases bot follows the biggest federal cases in

the country

Little cases bots follow cases in specific areas of law -
Al Cases, Anti-Trust, Free Speech, Sealing, and more

RECAP

Turning PACER Around Since 2009
e Browser extensions that save you money while
you use PACER.
e Everything you purchase gets added to our
public archive and gets a permalink.
e Everything anybody else purchased you get for
free.

Advocacy

We work to make the legal system better by changing
it from within.

Judicial FOIA

Neutral Citations

Free PACER

Court eFiling systems



How do we do it?

Scraping court websites

Al & ML

Open-Source

Working with journalists, researchers,

legal tech startups, and other

non-profits

o Civil Rights Litigation Clearinghouse,
Citing Slavery

O ProPublica, Wall Street Journal

o descrybe, Law Droid




Where does CourtListener fit into
the legal tech ecosystem?

e Continually enhancing our data
o All the caselaw

o Citations
zg | —— e Making the space more competitive
— e Building new tools
COU RT o Citator, summarization,

categorization & semantic search

I_ISTEN ER o More Alerts

BY FREE.LAW o APIs
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COURT LISTENER

Case Law ~ RECAP Archive ~ Financial Disclosures ~

Advanced Case Law Search

Profile & ~

< Donate

Search millions of opinions across hundreds of jurisdictions. Updated constantly

Learn More

sealing records for a minor's transgender name change in NYS|

Search Results Order: Precedential Status

Select Jurisdictions @ [J Published (8,2

Relevance
_| Unpublished (302,084)

Case Name: Judge:

[_] Errata (345

Show All Statuses..

Filed After: Filed Before: Min Cites: Max Cites:

Citation: Neutral Citation: Docket Number:

Look up a specific citation

Operators

AND - Intersection

OR - Union

- - Negation

" " - Phrase search

() - Grouped queries

: - Fielded search

* 2 - Wildcard

~ - Fuzzy and proximity
[x TO y] - Ranges

More details..
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About FAQ Profi
COURT LISTENER
11111 BY FREE.LAW
r L‘IS,TENER Case Law ~ RECAP Archive v
RECAP Archive ~ Oral Arguments ~ Judges v Financis| Disclosures ~ Qo Jump TO
Query A Top
sealing records for a minor's transgender name change in NYS Q Caption
tions @) Query Help
Combined Opinion
fer: 2 Opinions ™
1.438ms

Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.) (N.Y. App. Div. 2024)
Date Filed: February 22nd, 2024 Status: Published Citations: 2024 NY Slip Op 00961
Docket Number: CV-22-0596

Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.) (2024 NY Slip Op 00961) Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.) 2024

Curtis, Graham & Blatchford v. Leavitt (NY 1857)

y Date Filed: July 1st, 1857 Status: Fublished  Citations: 1 N.Y. 9
Lead Opinion

It will be convenient to approach the questions in this case, having first an accurate notion of the

¥ Quick Tip! CourtListener serves more than 200 million requests per year, but has 8 lean staff of only a handful
of developers. Please donate to support our work making the judiciary more equitsble. ¥

Filed Before:

MM/DD/YY

Create an Alert

Get regulsr nofifications about this query by aresting an alert. Lear more ©

Courts Al
Query  cites(9842100)
Published  True

Give the alert a name

Courts: All » Query: cites:(9942100) » Published: True

How often should we nofify you?

Daily

ons do not yet support alerts. Check our lst to be st

@0 hits in the last 100

L Create Alert

Oral Arguments ~ Judges ~ Financisl Disclosures ~

Feb. 22, 2024

[ L[Get Citation Alerts I v][ M Add Note ]

Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.)

Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of the State of New York

Citations: 2024 NY Slip Op 00961
Full Case Name:

Docket Number: CV-23-0596
Judges: Garry, PJ.

OPINICN AUTHORITIES (1) RELATED CASES

Combined Opinion

Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.) (2024 NY Slip Op 00961)

Matter of Cody VV. (Brandi VV.)

2024 NY Slip Op 00961

Decided on February 22, 2024

Appellate Division, Third Department

Garry, P.J.

Published by New York State Law Reporting Bureau pursuant to Judiciary Law § 431.

This opinion is uncorrected and subject to revision before publication in the Official Reports.

Decided and Entered:February 22, 2024
CV-23-0596
[*1]In the Matter of Cody VV., an Infant. Brandi VV. et al., Appellants.

Calendar Date:January 8, 2024
Before: Garry, P.J., Pritzker, Lynch, Fisher and Powers, JJ.



Ti"OEURT LISTENER - RE C AP =

i

~ Donate

e Federal opinions and documents

e If you use PACER, you should use
Advanced RECAP Searc RECAP

y

our datz illions of PACER documents and dockets

the f RECAP extensi(;r;; %or Firefox, Chrome and Safari to contribute to this archive InSta ” the eXtenSIon:
https://free.law/recap

Search Results Order: Docket Number:
Operators

AND - Intersection

Select Jurisdictions @

Document Description Case Name
Filed After: Filed Before: Document #: Attachment #:

Assigned To Judge Referred To Judge Nature of Suit
~ - Fuzzy and proximity
[x TOy] - Ranges

Party Name: Attorney Name: Only show results with PDFs More details.

Q Search

About CourtListener's RECAP Archive

Background Learn More About PACER Get Involved — Install the Extensions
3 i b \ ed by users of the RECAP
and install them at the RECAP
* Hor Money PACER Make?
+ What Should be Done About the PACER Problem?




Ethical use of AI:

Check your citations!
e C(Citation API
e C(Citation Lookup Tool

"11”1‘[1'
COURT LISTENER

Caselew v  RECAPArchive v  Oral Arguments ~  Judges ~

Citation Lookup Tool

If you have ant to look up, put it in here.

214 AD.3d 1204, 186 N.Y.S.3d 3 ep't 2024)

About this Tool

ve'll look it up



descrYbe.qi

Changing legal search for good




descrYbe.di

Changing legal
search for goo

Meet descrybe.ai, the generative Al legal search
engine available in English and Spanish. Builtin
Boston. Free for everyone.

Instantly search more than 3.6 million summarized judicial opinions.

for legal terms, concepts, or case fact

E= |

About

Support Us

FAQ

News

Search



Legal Research in a
Non-Profit Practice
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Gaps and Pain Points: The Non-Profit Perspective

UNDERFUNDED UNDERSTAFFED TIME?

(NEVER HEARD OF HER)



Free Tech Tools: The Non-Profit Perspective
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'A
FREE! EFFICIENT! OVERSIGHT*
o Natural language o Know your Al policy
- In search and results o Double check the
- No“”/+ /() needed work!

e Case Summaries
- With full opinion
accessible
e NOTE: no citator -
YET



Free Tech Tools:
The Pro Bono Perspective

e Gaps & Pain points
o Access to traditional research tools
o Time
o Skill / Knowledge

e How Free Tech Tools can help
Natural language summaries for quicker review
Hyperlinks to cases
Cut down time to figure out which cases to read
Attorney recruitment
m Recruit through supporting pro bono work outside
usual wheelhouse / practice

@ @O O




Free Tech Tools:
The Pro Se Litigant Perspective

@

Access to Justice

Full access to research
tools provides the
knowledge necessary to
participate meaningfully in
the justice system

i

No ‘Legalese’

Natural language / easy to
interpret context

@

Advice Only

Inability to Fully Serve /
Advice Only only cases

In-house research by staff
using natural language to
help find cases to read that
are applicable to the case.

@

Alternatives

Tools could reduce pro se
use of ChatGPT

Minimize risk of pro se
litigant using Al
‘hallucinations’ as basis for
legal position



Hands On &
Questions




THANK YOU
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Please provide session feedback on the ITC25 conference app

2025 Innovations in Technology Conference

INNOVATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY

13-15]

Find the link to the Session Survey at
the bottom of the session description. Session Name

If you don’t see the survey link in your
app, make sure you have added the
session to “My Schedule” in the app.
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