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“We are stuck with 
technology when 
what we really want 
is just stuff that 
works.” 

   ― Douglas Adams



What does Legal 
Research Look 
Like Today?



Online Legal Platforms:
● Expensive
● Not accessible to everyone
● Requires understanding of 

legal language

What else is there?
● ChatGPT
● Google Scholar
● Harvard Caselaw Access Project

Legal Reporters:
● Delay in updating
● Not accessible to everyone
● Being phased out in many 

offices

Options:



What do we need to do to make 
research easier and more 
accessible?
● Lower cost

● Easier/Natural Language Search

● Easier to read

● Hyperlinks

● Ease of translation to other languages





RECAP
● 9M opinions from over a thousand jurisdictions
● Nearly complete SCOTUS record
● More opinions scraped from court websites daily 

(about 300/day)
● Search and docket alerts for journalists, lawyers, and 

the public

Turning PACER Around Since 2009
● Browser extensions that save you money while 

you use PACER.
● Everything you purchase gets added to our 

public archive and gets a permalink.
● Everything anybody else purchased you get for 

free.

● Our bots will send case updates to Slack, Discord, MS 
Teams, Google Chat, Twitter or BlueSky. 

● Our big cases bot follows the biggest federal cases in 
the country

● Little cases bots follow cases in specific areas of law - 
AI Cases, Anti-Trust, Free Speech, Sealing, and more

We work to make the legal system better by changing 
it from within.

● Judicial FOIA
● Neutral Citations
● Free PACER
● Court eFiling systems

CourtListener

AdvocacyBots.law

What is Free Law Project?



How do we do it?
● Scraping court websites
● AI & ML
● Open-Source
● Working with journalists, researchers, 

legal tech startups, and other 
non-profits
○ Civil Rights Litigation Clearinghouse, 

Citing Slavery
○ ProPublica, Wall Street Journal
○ descrybe, Law Droid



Where does CourtListener fit into 
the legal tech ecosystem?
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● Continually enhancing our data
○ All the caselaw
○ Citations 

● Making the space more competitive
● Building new tools

○ Citator, summarization, 
categorization & semantic search

○ More Alerts
○ APIs







RECAP: 
● Federal opinions and documents
● If you use PACER, you should use 

RECAP
● Install the extension: 

https://free.law/recap



Ethical use of AI:
Check your citations!
● Citation API
● Citation Lookup Tool





Demo:



Legal Research in a 
Non-Profit Practice



UNDERSTAFFED TIME? 
(NEVER HEARD OF HER)

UNDERFUNDED

Gaps and Pain Points: The Non-Profit Perspective 



OVERSIGHT* FREE! EFFICIENT!

● Natural language
○ In search and results
○ No “ ” / + / ( )  needed

● Case Summaries
○ With full opinion 

accessible  
● NOTE: no citator - 

YET 

● Know your AI policy
● Double check the 

work! 

Free Tech Tools: The Non-Profit Perspective 



Free Tech Tools: 
The Pro Bono Perspective

● Gaps & Pain points
○ Access to traditional research tools 
○ Time
○ Skill / Knowledge 

● How Free Tech Tools can help 
○ Natural language summaries for quicker review 
○ Hyperlinks to cases
○ Cut down time to figure out which cases to read
○ Attorney recruitment

■ Recruit through supporting pro bono work outside 
usual wheelhouse / practice



Free Tech Tools: 
The Pro Se Litigant Perspective 

Full access to research 
tools provides the 
knowledge necessary to 
participate meaningfully in 
the justice system 

Access to Justice No ‘Legalese’

Natural language / easy to 
interpret context 

Advice Only 

Inability to Fully Serve / 
Advice Only only cases

In-house research by staff 
using natural language to 
help find cases to read that 
are applicable to the case.

Alternatives

Tools could reduce pro se 
use of ChatGPT

Minimize risk of pro se 
litigant using AI 
‘hallucinations’ as basis for 
legal position



Hands On & 
Questions:
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Please provide session feedback on the ITC25 conference app

#LSCITC

Find the link to the Session Survey at 
the bottom of the session description.
 
If you don’t see the survey link in your 
app, make sure you have added the 
session to “My Schedule” in the app.




